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April 12, 2020 
 

Dear Families: 
 

I hope you are well and staying safe during our school closure. I miss seeing our 
students and staff, and look forward to when we will reunite in-person at some 
point in the future. Tomorrow, Monday April 13, marks the first day of Phase Two 
of the Remote Learning Plan. Principals articulated the plan for each level in 
emails to parents on Thursday or Friday.  
 

If you are inclined to skim this letter, please go to page 2 and read the first item 
with regard to privacy rules regarding social media postings of virtual classroom 
experiences. 
 

I have enjoyed hearing so much from parents about the community's 
resourcefulness amidst challenging circumstances. Parents have tapped into their 
inventive sides, creating some semblance of normalcy in this abnormal time. In 
addition, our teachers have displayed their own creativity, making videos that 
express how much they miss students, including this rollicking one from the high 
school.  
 

Your efforts to make “lemon out of lemonade” reflect our community’s can-do 
spirit. Staff and volunteers have ensured that our families in need are cared for, 
and that we will continue to support them throughout the school closure. We are 
deeply appreciative of our Wayland residents’ generosity toward our students and 
families in Boston. The Boston Parent Council (a group of parent volunteers that 
represents our Boston-resident families) asked me to share this message with the 
Wayland Public School community: 
 

On behalf of the Boston-Wayland METCO Families, we hereby use this 
medium to sincerely thank and appreciate our Wayland families for your 
benevolence and swift response by supporting our families. Thank you and 
stay safe.  

Sincerely, 

Boston Parent Council 

In addition, we have collaborated with town officials to give the town’s staff access 
to our schools' 3-D printers in order to build masks for Wayland’s first responders. 
I can’t think of a better way to use technology. Our shared spirit of “all hands on 
deck” models for our children that, in times of crisis, individuals must work for the 
good of the entire community. 
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What follows is some important information regarding Phase 2. I would appreciate 
it if you would read it. 

Updates Related to Wayland’s Remote Learning Plan, Phase 2 

1) Social Media Postings & Protecting Student and Staff Privacy: As Wayland 
teachers create meaningful synchronous (live) classroom experiences, it is 
important that we protect the privacy of our teachers and students. I understand 
the natural impulse to share your childs’ experiences with friends on social media. 
However, in order to protect the privacy rights of our staff and students, we 
ask that you not post or publish any photos, videos, or audio from virtual 
classrooms.  Please refer to this notice (sent on April 2) titled “Remote Learning 
Opportunities Notification and Guidance” which outlines the guidelines for remote 
learning. 
 

2) Rationale for Honoring April Vacation: I have received e-mails requesting 
that Wayland consider “having school” over April vacation. I would like to 
communicate our district’s rationale for honoring April vacation: 
 

1. Some parents have communicated a desire for their children to have an 
extended break from screen time. 

2. To cancel April vacation under these circumstances could unintentionally 
compromise our faculty’s ability to sustain the intensity of effort required of 
them to continue to deliver meaningful remote learning opportunities for 
the duration of this closure.  

3. Finally, holding April vacation keeps the last day of school intact (currently 
June 24), which leaves open the possibility of more in-person school days.  
 

I hope this explanation of our thinking is helpful. Please continue to contact me 
with your questions and requests. As the situation continues to evolve, oftentimes 
at short notice, we appreciate your support as we make decisions in the best 
interests of our students and families. 
 

Thank you again for your continued commitment to our students and support of 
our teachers during this challenging time.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent 
Wayland Public Schools 
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